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Students from Stratford Elementary School have lots of fun and learn about the importance of conserving water when Billy Ramsay of the Stratford Utility and Public
Works Department visits with his interactive mascot “Willie”. (See the story on page 7) (Photo: Courtesy of the Stratford Utility and Public Works Department)

Greetings everyone, it only seems like a short
while ago we were enjoying a very success-

ful conference ledbyour conference chairChuck
Muise. Now after a wet, cool spring things are
busy getting ready for the construction season
and completing someof themuch-neededwater
and wastewater projects we planned over the
winter.
Our executive had a busy year but we worked

together so successfully with our common goals
it wasmuchmore a pleasure than a burden, true
attributes of a great team.Some of the highlights
of the past yearwere: theMPWWA’s bylawswere
changed to allow it to become incorporated; 21
training workshops were put on with 339mem-
bers in attendance; theAssociation’smembership
grew to 817, and we put on a great conference
that had standing roomonly inmanyworkshops.
Thanks go out to Chuck Muise and his wife

Michelle for all their efforts to make the 2011
Halifax Training Seminar the success it was.
Many thanks are extended to Alan Benninger

andHollyMacintosh for organizing and coordi-
nating the 2nd Annual Charity Auction with all
funds raised going to the“Children’sTrust Fund”.
It was alsomy pleasure to accept the nomina-

tion of Association Chair during this year’s sem-
inar.
As the MPWWA continues to grow I reflect

back andappreciate all thehardworkundertaken
bydedicated volunteers passionate about the im-
portanceof their professionand thisAssociation’s
goals and objectives. As our seminar theme was
“Remembering thePast”we recognized andpaid
tribute to some of the founding members. The
first honorarymembershipwas presented to Jim
Shaffner, one of the driving forces who launched
this Association 30 years ago. We also had the
pleasureof presentinghonorarymembership’s to
Judy Carr and Dave Macintosh although not in
attendance we wanted to recognize all the hard
work, time and effort they gave this Association
when they served on the executive. Eddie Gui-
tard with over 30 years as a member became the
first to hold LifeMember status.

Continued on page 9

Todd Richard
Chairperson of the MPWWA

NOTE FROM
THE CHAIR

The construction and maintenance of sustain-
able water and wastewater systems was on the
agenda when municipal politicians gathered in
Halifax in early June for the Federation of Cana-
dian Municipalities annual meeting.
Water issues were raised at a panel discussion

hosted by Canadian Union of Public Employees
(CUPE) National President Paul Moist. He said
Canada’s water resources are facing unprece-
dented threats and challenges. Communities

right across the country must address critical is-
sues like the infrastructure deficit, the impact of
climate changes, new environmental regulations
and water operator recruitment and retention.
“The federal government has introduced new

wastewater effluent regulations that may require
municipalities to upgrade their facilities. The new
rules could cost more than $20 billion to imple-
ment and could impact close to 1,000 water fa-
cilities across the country. Water workers may

need to upgrade their certification levels to meet
new standards,”Moist said.
He called on the federal government to help

fund upgrades to wastewater facilities and sup-
port workplace training to upgrade certification
and provide training for water treatment opera-
tors who will implement the new rules. “We must
invest in the people to operate our water sys-
tems.”

Continued on page 13

Water issues discussed at FCM annual
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MPWWA EXECUTIVE 2011-2012
Registrar, Clara Shea
Phone: 902-434-8874
Fax: 902-434-8859
mpwwa@hfx.eastlink.ca

Treasurer, Leo Hynes
Phone: 506-357-4409
Fax: 506-357-6038
lhynes@oromocto.ca

Secretary, Charles Muise
Phone: 902-441-1131
Fax: 902-869-4319
chuckm@halifaxwater.ca

Chairman, Todd Richard
Phone: 902-798-8000
Fax: 902-798-5679
todd.richard@town.windsor.ns.ca

Vice Chair, Rob Hamilton
Phone: 506-649-7928
Fax: 506-658-4740
rob.hamilton@saintjohn.ca

Past Chairman, Andrew Garnett
Phone: 506-325-4644
Fax: 506-325-4308
andrew.garnett@town.woodstock.nb.ca

Webmaster, Rick Larlee
Phone: 506-460-2224
Fax: 506-460-2013
rick.larlee@fredericton.ca

Training Coordinator, Tim Hiltz
Phone: 902-543-4254
Fax: 902-543-0976
thiltz@bridgewater.ca

Zone 1, Gary Richards
Phone: 506-789-2944
Fax: 506-789-2925
grichard@nb.aibn.com

Zone 2, Trevor Doughtwright
Phone: 506-372-3243
Fax: 506-372-3225
salisburyworks@nb.aibn.com

Zone 3, Rob Hamilton
Phone: 506-649-7928
Fax: 506-658-4740
rob.hamilton@saintjohn.ca

Zone 4, Rick Larlee
Phone: 506-460-2224
Fax: 506-460-2013
rick.larlee@fredericton.ca

Zone 5, Tim Hiltz
Phone: 902-543-4254
Fax: 902-543-0976
thiltz@bridgewater.ca

Zone 6, Todd Richard
Phone: 902-798-8000
Fax: 902-798-5679
todd.richard@town.windsor.ns.ca

Zone 7, Charles Muise
Phone: 902-441-1131
Fax: 902-869-4319
chuckm@halifaxwater.ca

Zone 8, Michael O’Leary
Phone: 902-863-5004
Fax: 902-863-5751
Publicworks@antigonishcounty.ns.ca

Zone 9, Jerry Villard
Phone: 902-569-1995
Fax: 902-569-5000
jvillard@town.stratford.pe.ca

Zone 10, Tim Henman
P 902-802-3595
F 902-427-0212
Timothy.Henman@forces.gc.ca

Zone 11, Stephen Knockwood
Phone: 902-758-3341
ibwater2@hotmail.com

Zone 12, Craig Gerrior
Phone: 902-755-2237
Fax: 902-755-3065
cgerrior@newglasgow.ca

Commercial Rep., Larry Bishop
Phone: 506-450-8918
Fax: 506-450-9205
lbishop@omnitech.ca

Commercial Rep., Tracy Morgan
Phone: 902-468-5413
Fax: 902-468-3870
tracy.morgan@univarcanada.com

Environment Canada, Paul Klaamas
Phone: 902-426-4378
Fax: 902-426-6434
paul.klaamas.ec.gc.ca

New Brunswick, Susan Tao
Phone: 506-457-7906
Fax: 506-453-2390
susan.tao@gnb.ca

Newfoundland, Haseen Khan
Phone: 709-729-2535
Fax: 709-729-0320
hkhan@mail.gov.nf.ca

Nova Scotia, Alan Benninger
Phone: 902-625-4285
Fax: 902-625-3722
benninaj@gov.ns.ca

Prince Edward Island,
Delbert Reeves
Phone: 902-368-5043
Fax: 902-368-5830
dfreeves@gov.pe.ca

F
orty membership pins were
presented at the Maritime
Provinces Water & Waste-

water Association’s Annual Train-
ing Seminar held in Halifax in
April.
Two 30-year pins were awarded

toBrianHazlett of AccessibleWater
& Wastewater Solutions Ltd. and
Nicolas Legere of theVille deCara-
quet.
Four 25-year pins were pre-

sented to: Ford Spidle, Town of
Wolfville; Willard D’Eon, CBCL
Limited; Brenton Colborne, Town
of Oxford andBill Clair,Charlotte-
townWater & Sewer Utility.
Four members received 20-year

pins: Christopher Savoie, Town of
Grand Bay-Westfield; Mike
O’Leary, Municipality of the
County of Antigonish;GaryDrake,
Town of Cornwall, and Chris
Chelli, Bridgewater Public Service
Commission.
Eight 15-year pinswere awarded

to: LawrenceRyan,MichelinNorth
America (Canada) Inc.; Bruce
Murley, Town of Digby; Everett
Moase, City of Summerside; Joe
Hazelden, Halifax Regional Water
Commission; Art Frizzell, Univar
Canada Ltd.; Carol Dibble,Munic-

ipality of the County of Annapolis;
Cole Belliveau, Greater Moncton
Sewerage Commission, and Mike
Abbott, CBCL Limited.
Twenty-two members received

10-year pins: Todd Richard, Town
of Windsor; John Richard, Village
of Black's Harbour; Christopher
Paquet, NBDept. of Environment;
Charles Muise, Halifax Water;
Nancy MacDougall, Municipality
of the County of Colchester; Ed-
ward Linden, Michelin North
America (Canada) Inc.; John Lam,
ABL Environmental Consultants
Ltd.; Steven Jorgensen,City of Saint
John; GrahamHuddleston, City of
Saint John; Richard Graves, City of
Saint John; Scott Grasman, City of
Fredericton; LeroyGraham,City of
Saint John; Kevin Gillette, City of
Saint John; Jean-Marc Frenette,
Ville deBeresford; Peter Flinn,Hal-
ifax Regional Water Commission;
Raymond Fisher, Michelin North
America (Canada) Inc.; Blair Fir-
lotte, Town of St. Stephen; Joe
Driscoll, Stratford Utility; Jason
Daigle, City of Saint John; Ken
Corkum, Municipality of the
County of Annapolis; Roger
Comeau, Ville de Beresford, and
Terry Blanchard,City of Saint John

Forty membership
pins presented at
MPWWA annual

www . b e l z o n a a t l a n t i c . c om
Paul Klaamas, Leo Hynes and ChuckMuise and other MPWWA executive members organized the annual training seminar in
Halifax. (Photo: Heather Jones)
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C
harlottetown (Prince Edward Island) Mayor
CliffordLee says he is confident theprovincial
government is willing to step to the plate and

help pay to upgrade the city’s aging sewage system.
Last week (mid-May) Lee met with Environment

Minister Richard Brown and Fisheries Minister Neil
LeClair, emerging confident that theprovince is com-
mitted to addressing the situation long term.
Inwhat has becomea consistent problem for shell-

fishharvesters, thewaters aroundCharlottetownhave
once againbeen closed toharvesting after heavy rains
flushed sewage into theHillsborough River recently.
“Itwas a great discussion regarding the actual cause

of theoccasional overflowof the lift stationon thewa-
terfront as well as the occasional overflow of the
wastewater treatment plant,’’ Lee said Wednesday
(May 25).
Part of the meeting with the provincial ministers

was to submit a proposal for government to consider.
That proposal includes a sizable price tag - some-

where between $20 million and $24 million. Such a
project would take three to four years to complete.
“Obviously, the city cannot afford to pay that kind

ofmoneyon its own,’’Lee said,noting the federal gov-
ernment would have to be a significant partner as
well.

Tuesday’smeeting was to begin the process of get-
ting the province on board financially and talks on
that frontwill continue.Once anagreement is reached
there, the two levels of governmentwill approachOt-
tawa.
The City of Charlottetown has an old system that

combines stormwater and sewer lines, whichmeans
that every time there are heavy rains the system can’t
handle, sewage ends up in the river. That’s what hap-
pened last week for the 17th time in recent weeks.
Adding to the problem is thatOttawa changed the

regulations on combined systems last year. New
guidelines stipulate allmunicipalities inCanadamust
now separate stormwater from sanitary sewer.
Lee supports the new rules and the need to protect

the environment but if Ottawa is going to change the
rules it also needs to help with funding.
“Ottawa just can’t sit there andchange the rules and

not offer financial assistance.’’
Lee said Charlottetown is just one of many com-

munities across Canada facing the same problem.
“We’re looking to complywith thenewregulations

but inorder to complywith the regulations somebody
needs to come forwardwith someadditional dollars.’’
Leehas said in thepast passing along the cost of the

project to taxpayers is not an option.
The Charlottetown mayor added it’s difficult to

speculatewhen theworkwill start before all three lev-
els of government reach an agreementon the funding
issue.

BY DAVE STEWART
THE GUARDIAN

Province committed to
addressing sewage system

In July 2008 CCME mandated a Biosolids Task
Group (BTG), composed of members from provin-
cial, territorial and federal governments, to develop a
Canada-wide Approach for the Management of
WastewaterBiosolids.Thedesiredoutcomeof the ini-
tiative is a harmonized policy and regulatory frame-
work for municipalities and others who manage
municipal biosolids that protects the environment
and human health and instills public confidence.
To inform itswork,BTGconducted a reviewof ex-

isting legislation, developed a greenhouse gas calcu-
lator tool, and undertook a research study to
investigate the efficacy of various treatmentmethods

to reduce emerging substances of concern and con-
centrationsof these substances inmunicipal biosolids
that are applied to land.
BTG also developed a draft policy statement and

principles for beneficial use of municipal biosolids
and a draft technical guidance document. The con-
sultation document provides information about the
work to date, the draft policy statement and princi-
ples, and the draft technical guidance document.
More information can be found on the CCME

Biosolids webpage at: http://www.ccme.ca/our-
work/waste.html?category_id=137
Comments can be submitted until July 30, 2011.

Update on Biosolids

Ninety-two per cent of Canadians believe the fed-
eral government should finance water treatment fa-
cility upgrades.
That’s according to a Canadian Union of Public

Employees (CUPE) poll Environics Research Group
conducted inMay.
The survey of 1000 people found that 89%believe

municipalities should receive more funding for
Canada’s “most precious resource” from federal and
provincial governments.
Thepoll showed that 59%support a tax increase to

maintain service levels; 39% would prefer the serv-
ices be cut and taxes left alone.
Canadians are particular about water service

providers; 74%wantwater and sewage controlled by
the public sector not individual companies and 57%
do not want contractors or private companies pro-
viding water services.
The poll, released June 2, has a margin of error of

3.1 per cent,19 times out of 20.Survey questions and
results can be found at cupe.ca.

Federal government should finance
water treatment upgrades: poll

On June 21, the $333millionHalifaxHarbour So-
lutions Project was completed and fully commis-
sioned.
“After years of patience, residents have theharbour

water quality they’ve been waiting for,” said Mayor
Peter Kelly. “It has been a challenging and rewarding
project that will leave an environmental and eco-
nomic legacy for generations to come.”
When the project was originally proposed in 1997

by an advisory committee there were sewage treat-
ment plants operating atMill Cove in Bedford Basin
and in Eastern Passage.But the harbourwas polluted
by over 181,000,000 litres of untreated water every
day.
The project called for completion of the Halifax

Harbour sewage collection systems and the construc-
tion of three new treatment plants: one at Cornwallis
Street/LowerWater Street area in Halifax, one in the
Dartmouth Cove/Sandy Cove area, and one at Her-
ring Cove.
D &DWater Solutions Inc. (comprised of Dexter

Construction, of Bedford, and Degremont Inc., of
France)was contracted by themunicipality to design
and build the sewage treatment system.
The project officially got underway in November

2003 when construction commenced on the sewage
collection system component of the project carried
out by Dexter Harbour Solutions.

The functionof the SCS is to convey effluent to the
three newwastewater treatment plants. It ismade up
of all required piping,pumping stations, a 1-km tun-
nel under downtown Halifax, outfalls and diffusers
that help to distribute/diffuse the treatedwater over a
wider area once it is discharged into the harbour.
The Halifax Harbour Solutions Project was on

schedule until Jan. 14, 2009 when an extended local
area power outage caused flooding damage at the
Halifax Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF) on
UpperWater Street.
One of the two plant generators overloaded and

shutdown and the facility was flooded with raw
sewage.Although flooding in theplantwas limited to
thebasement andwetwell areas, the equipment—in-
cluding five rawmotorpumps—and systems in those
sections required repairs or replacement.
TheWWTFplantwas closedandall thewastewater

previously routed through itwasdischarged intoHal-
ifax Harbour. Sewage began flowing again through
theWWTF plant in June 2010.
HalifaxWater now owns and operates the HHSP.

“This project has been a monumental task for staff
and residents.Whilenotwithout its challenges,we are
pleased to see the project come in under budget and
achieve suchgreatwater quality results,”HalifaxWater
Board Chair Colleen Purcell said.

Monumental Halifax Harbour
Solutions Project completed

In 2004 a Halifax WTP outfall pipe was floated from Bedford Basin to a location beside Casino Nova Scotia
and placed in the water—part of the Halifax Harbour Solutions Project. (Photo: Halifax Water)
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James Jenner has one of those smooth voices that just seems to
put those around him at ease.
“I hide it really well,” smirks the 46 year-old Annapolis County,

Nova Scotia water treatment operator, referring to his often hec-
tic schedule.
“The reality is that I’ve never been busier.”
Indeed, the married father of three has had his hands full since

taking over the day-to-day operations of the area’s water treat-
ment facility 14 years ago.
“Aside from all of the running around here for my job, I have

been off taking certificate courses in places like PEI, Halifax and
California to keep on top of all of the changes in the industry.
“If you had toldme that my life would have turned out like this

when I was younger I would have just laughed. It hasn’t always
been this smooth, but today I am grateful for where I am at.”
Born in Toronto, and raised in Thunder Bay, Jenner somehow

escaped the curse that plagued most of his Ontario brethren.
“I am definitely not a Leafs fan,” he laughs, referencing the Big

Smoke’s much-maligned hockey team.“Actually, I am a (Ottawa)
Senators fan, because their farm-team was in Thunder Bay while
I was growing up.
“In fact,”he continues,“If you want the truth I despise the Leafs

outright. Ottawa – Toronto is one of the stronger rivalries in all of
sports today and there is no love lost between their supporters.”
Along with being an avid fan of the game, Jenner is also a pas-

sionate participant.

“These days the mantra seems to be hockey for six months of
the year and soccer for the other six months,” he smiles. “Of
course, with three children, most of my time is now spent either
coaching or watching.”
His parental duties are not confined to the various fields of play.
“My wife is a nurse and does a lot of shift-work, so we need to

build our day-to-day lives around her schedule. It can be a little
tricky, but most of the time we are able to pull it all together.”
When he isn’t busy being a family man, Jenner is practicing his

profession.
“I do a little bit of everything around here, and there is always

something to do,” he explains of his various duties with the Mu-
nicipality. “Along with my daily duties, we are very involved with
the local communities; everything from repair work to things like
putting together a slip ‘n’ slide day for the school kids and so
forth.”
It is, he confides, the most rewarding part of the job.
“I love meeting and helping people and being in a position to

make some sort of difference in their lives, even if it’s just in a
small way.”
By turns, he says it is the little things each day that he finds the

most challenging.
“The big stuff I can deal with,”he chuckles.“But something like

getting a broken water pump to work can drive me out of my
mind.”
Thankfully, recent renovations to the area’s water treatment

plants are making life a little easier for Jenner.
Originally announced in 2006 as part of the Canada-Nova Sco-

tia Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund, the $1.7 million project
provided the design and upgrade to the Cornwallis Park water
treatment facility to ensure compliance with provincial drinking
water quality standards. More than 250 households in the area
now have improved drinking water and improved service relia-
bility.
“We were overdue for these upgrades and it has made a huge

difference. Things are running way better.
“The challenge now is to keep it smooth.”

Every issue, the MPWWR shines a spotlight on an MPWWAmember making
a difference in the industry. James Jenner is the focus of our July Issue.

MPWWA PROFILE: James Jenner

James Jenner a smooth operator
BY STEPHEN PATRICK CLARE

Jim Shaffner is shaking his head.
“If you had toldmewhenwe first put theMar-

itime Provinces Water &Wastewater Association
togetherback in1980 that itwouldhavegrown the
way that it has I would not have believed you,”he
laughs over the phone from his home in Egerton,
alongNova Scotia’s northeastern shore.
“It really took on a life of its own.”
Shaffner—who jokes that he is “old enough to

have snowonthemountaintop,but youngenough
to still have a fire underneath me”—recalls the
group’s humble beginnings.
“A fewof us got together after a training confer-

ence and thought that it might be a good way for
us to better share our experience, resources and
best practices.So, Iwrote up fewguidelines for the
group and off wewent.”
Today the MPWWA boasts more than 800

members.
“I think that the secretof our successhasbeen in

staying true to our roots; we were formed for op-
erators, by operators.”
A lifetime student,withdiplomas fromtheUni-

versity of NewBrunswick, theUniversity ofWest-
ern,Acadia and theNovaScotiaTechnicalCollege,
Shaffner went to work for New Brunswick’s De-
partment of the Environment in 1977.
After20yearsof quietlyplyinghis tradewith the

province, he and his wife returned to their Nova
Scotia roots, building a home by the water in Pic-
tou County in the late 1990’s, where they reside
today.

“We have a good life here,”he confides.“This is
God’s country, with all of this natural beauty
around us.”
Shaffner was ordained as aminister 18months

ago andhas takenover the congregation atTrinity
United Church inNewGlasgow.
“I have always been involved with the church,

and my studies in faith just gently pushed me in
that direction. The transition from my previous
professionwas quite natural actually.”
What Shaffner means is that there is little dif-

ference between the secular world and the one of
spirit.
“Both engineering and religion concern them-

selveswithGod in their ownway,”he says,“one by
way of reason, the other by way of faith. They are
inseparable components of man’s search for truth
andmeaning.
“And both fields are centered upon the idea of

serving others.”
Recently, Shaffner was honoured for his service

to theMPWWAwhen hewas named as the orga-
nization’s inaugural HonouraryMember.
“It was wonderful,” he smiles. “To be honest it

wasmoreof a testament toagood idea thana trib-
ute tome. Imay have been there at the beginning,
but the reason that we are still around today is be-
causeof themanygreatpeople that cameafterme.”
While he acknowledges that he is now content

to watch from the outside, Shaffner says that his
heartwill foreverbeon the insideof theMPWWA.
“There are alwaysnewchallenges athand in this

profession, and I’m around if they need me. I’m
just happy to be of service.”

BY STEPHEN PATRICK CLARE

Jim Shaffner—
happy to serve others
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[Sydney,NS]—CapeBreton (NovaScotia) regional
council voted to keep fluoride in themunicipal water
supply after more than three hours of furious debate
on both sides of the issue.
Council was barraged by statistics, graphs and

charts of data during five presentations by dentists,
doctors and scientists.
For decades the water systems in Sydney, North

Sydney,Glace Bay andNewWaterford have used flu-
oride as amedicating ingredient against tooth decay.
At council’s monthly meeting Tuesday (April 19),

Dr. James Beck, an influential biophysicist at theUni-
versity of Calgarywhoplayed a key role in convincing
politicians to end water fluoridation in that city, told
CBRMcouncil the amount of fluoride used in drink-
ing water isn’t at issue, but the inability to control the
dosage is the problem.
“A construction worker working in a hot climate

outside in the summer is going to drink a lot more
water than the office worker in an air conditioned
building,”Beck said.
“Infants drink more water, diabetics drink more

water than most of us, so there’s no control over the
dosage and no one’s watching that.”
Aprofessor specializing inenvironmental chemistry

and toxicology at St. Lawrence University in Canton,
N.Y., joined the discussion via Skype.Using a Power-
Point presentation,Dr.PaulConnett said fluoride can
interfere with brain activity.
He used an example from one study of children in

China that linked a lower IQ score to drinking fluo-
ride at a level of 1.9 parts permillion a day.
Connett said fluoride builds up in bones and teeth.

Children,especially at a youngage,canbeoverexposed
to the chemical, which can cause dental fluorosis, a
health condition that leaves pits and white marks on
teeth, and can alter the development of growing teeth
in children.
Themunicipality has said the type of fluoride used

in the CBRM is called hydrofluorisilic acid,which is a
byproduct from fertilizer and is certified for use in
water supplies.

Local pediatrician Dr. Andrew Lynk said water
fluoridation is the first line of defence against tooth
decay in children.
With one in six children in Cape Breton living in

poverty, Lynk said it has been shown that people on
lower incomes don’t pay as close attention to dental
hygiene as recommended.
“A study five years agoof all theGrade2 students in

Nova Scotia (showed) inCapeBreton 50per cent had
active dental decay that’s not treated,”he said.
Theheadof pediatric dentistry at the IWKhospital

inHalifax told councillors fluoridatedwaterwasmost
beneficial for childrenwithdisabilities such as autism,
where brushing their teeth for the recommended two
minutes is often very difficult for parents enforce.
Dr.RossAndersoncalleddental fluorosis a“esthetic

condition”and not considered a dental disease.
While council appreciated the information gath-

ered by the experts, it was overwhelming for some
around the table.
Coun. Darren Bruckschwaiger floated the idea of

holding a plebiscite, but that was scuttled after several
other councillorswanted tomake thedecisionbecause
that’s what they were elected to do.
“I don’t need a plebiscite and I don’t need anything

else to convincemehowI’mgoing tovote,”saidCoun.
GordonMacLeod.

BY CHRIS SHANNON
CAPE BRETON POST

CBRM votes to keep
fluoride in water supply

MLA speaks out about water supply
A

rgyleMLAChris d'Entremont raised concerns
in the (Nova Scotia) Legislature (in April)
about government plans to decommission the

Lower East Pubnico andMiddle East Pubnico water
utility systems.
"The water systems supply the local volunteer fire

department and residents are rightly concerned
about their safety if thewater supply for fire hydrants
disappears," said d'Entremont. "Why is the govern-
ment suddenly rushing to close these facilities and at
what risk to the public?"
The Department of Transportation and Infra-

structureRenewal has operated thewater systems for
over 40 years. They have tried, unsuccessfully, to sell
the water system to local business that would be af-
fected by the decommissioning.
“Since the condition of the system is unknown,

local businesses do not wish to assume the risk asso-
ciated with its operation. The government has now
put out tenders for the decommissioning,”said d'En-
tremont. “If government plans to go ahead with the
decommissioning, would they at least consider ex-
tending the date until early 2012 so all parties under-
stand the impact this could have on the community."
D'Entremont also pointed out a fewhundredpeo-

ple work at the three fish plants in the area that use
the system. In a region hit hardwith high unemploy-
ment, these jobs are needed.
"This government has a horrible record for helping

the South Shore economy but it is my hope he will
slowdown the process put in place andnot putmore
South Shore jobs in jeopardy," said d'Entremont.

TheVanguard

T
ofluoridate or not fluoridate the water supply
is thequestionCityofMonctonwill be consid-
ering this fall following public input on the

issue.
“We’re keeping an open mind,” said Claude De-

spres, Director of Corporate Planning for the New
Brunswick city following a June 8 public meeting
where residents as well as health care professionals
weighed in on the issue.
Anestimated100peopleattended themeeting,with

themajorityof the30presenters speaking in favourof
the City discontinuing fluoridation treatment of the
water supply, saidDespres.
“Weprobablyhadabout sixgroups speak in favour”

of the City continuing to fluoridate the water supply,
including Dr. Larry Peacock, president of the N.B.
Dental Health Society, Dr.Anil Joshi of theMoncton
Dental Society as well as the chief of dentistry for the
IWKHospital inHalifax.
Not all health care professionals spoke in favor of

the practice however. American dentist Dr. Bill Os-
munson, who is part of the FluorideActionNetwork
andInternationalAcademyofOralMedicineandTox-
icology, made a presentation via telephone, raising
questions and concerns about the benefits of fluori-
dation.

Over the past three or four years a fluoride free
movement has been sweeping across NorthAmerica,
as more data comes forward showing potential links
between thewater fluoridation and cancer.
“It’s not clear cut anymore,” said Despres, which is

whatpromptedMonctonCityCouncil to takea closer
look at the issue.
Other Canadian municipalities have also been

weighing in on the practice, said Despres, including
most recently thecitiesof CalgaryandWaterloo,where
water fluoridation is now a thing of the past. Quebec
City also voted down the practice in 2007.
Cape Breton Regional Municipality on the other

hand voted in favour of continuing to fluoridate the
water supply after apublichearing inApril of this year.
As forMoncton,adecisionwill likely come this fall,

after a joint meeting of the legal and administrative
committee, and the sustainable environment com-
mittee, where the issuewill be dissected and a recom-
mendation made to city council, where the final
verdict rests.
In the interim, area residents have started awebsite

andpetition calling forMonctonCityCouncil tohave
fluoride removed fromthewater supply.According to
the Fluoride Free Moncton website, 179 people had
signed thepetition as of June 25.The goal is 2,000 sig-
natures.

BY KATHY JOHNSON

Moncton to debate the benefits
of fluoridation this fall

Dr. James Beck. (Photo: Chris Shannon/Cape Breton Post)

\

O
nJuly 7 theNewfoundland&Labrador gov-
ernment announced itwould spendapprox-
imately $2 million through the 2011

Municipal Capital Works program for water and
wastewater upgrades in thePlacentia-St.Mary’s area.
“Water and wastewater projects are a priority not

only for residents of this province, but also for our
government,” said Minister of Municipal Affairs
Kevin O’Brien.“The three projects for communities
in the area of Placentia -St.Mary’s will certainly im-
prove services by providing enhanced infrastructure
to increase water quality and pressure and prevent
leaks.”
Phase one of a two-phase water line upgrading

project will take place this year on Main Street in
Whitbourne. This work will replace old and prob-
lematic water lines. A two-phase project will also
commence in St.Bride’s to upgrade infrastructure of
twowater supply sources for the community,with the
goal of improvingwater quality. In the area of South-

east Placentia, a new booster system will be installed
for the water system.
“Funding to improvewater services in these com-

munitieswill certainlybewelcomedby residents,”said
Placentia-St.Mary’sMHAFelixCollins.“Whitbourne
has faced issues with aging water lines and this in-
vestmentwill help eliminate theneed for constant re-
pairs. Residents of St. Bride’s will be pleased to know
their water supply sources will be improved and the
new booster system for Southeast Placentia will en-
hance services to residents of that area.”
Earlier in the week the government announced

close to $2 in infrastructure projects for the south
coast of the province. In St. Albans, increased water
storage capacitywill be added to the current reservoir
to providemore water during peak periods and alle-
viate water shortages. Burgeo, Channel-Port aux
Basques and Isles auxMortswill also receiveupgrades
to their water and sewer systems.

Water and wastewater improvements in NL



PAGE 6 Maritime Provinces Water & Wastewater Report JULY 2011NEWS

T
he most valuable commodity in the world
today, and likely to remain so for much of
this century, is not oil, natural gas, or even

some type of renewable energy. It’s water—clean,
safe, fresh water.
The reality is there are many communities with-

out safe potable drinking water. Currently (June)
there are around 200 communities in Newfound-
land and Labrador that are under boil-order ad-
visory, and depend on their province for support,
which seems to be at an all time low. People on
town councils are merely volunteers, trying to do
the best for their community. Therefore, often the
finances and expertise to implement crucial water
systems have been severely lacking.
“Every Town has a responsibility to do some

work to be proactive and deal with their own water
systems. The problem is that most of them have
very little financial resources, or human resources
from the point of view they don’t have properly
trained personnel to be able to tackle some of the
more complex issues,” said Mayor Churence
Rogers of Centreville-Wareham-Trinity.
He added, when Towns are dealing with chlori-

nation systems and the complexities that come
with looking after water, it becomes a real chal-
lenge. “The onus has to be on the province to
make sure that municipalities get the support they
need.”
Mayor Rogers said his municipality is spending

$400,000 to take care of issues related to chlorina-
tion equipment, upgrading their pump house,
cleaning and flushing lines that haven’t been done
for long periods of time, and there are few Towns
out there that don’t have the capacity to do that.
Unless support is given by the provincial govern-
ment, water systems shut down.
“We’re at the mercy of consulting engineers and

the provincial government to provide whatever
systems they need to take care of those kinds of is-
sues,” said Mayor Rogers.
Minister of Environment and Conservation,

Ross Wiseman said he is there to pay for 90 per
cent of capital costs. Regardless of the infrastruc-
ture that needs to be installed, it works on a 90/10

cost ratio, where the Town is responsible for 10 per
cent of the capital costs. However, in order for the
towns to be eligible for funding, they absolutely
need to demonstrate the ability to come up with
its share.Water systems are high priority, said the
minister, and if towns meet the capital require-
ments, they will more than likely receive support.
Mayor Rogers said the only real avenue is to

lobby their MHA to acquire funding to finance in-
frastructure issues. Unfortunately, he added, some
municipalities are drowning in debt, and need help.
“The province needs to keep in mind that one
major tragedy will come back to haunt them if
something happens (illness from unsafe drinking
water).”
MinisterWiseman emphasized boil-water advi-

sories doesn’t constitute an emergency, crisis, or
contamination. “All we’re saying is that for safe
practice of water systems there should be a chlori-
nation or treatment system in public water facili-
ties.” Over 500 water systems in the province are
registered, so the province is aware of the com-
munities without chlorination systems. Even with
that knowledge, the province refuses to help the
Towns in crisis resolve their issues.
Mayor Peter Lush of Gambo said it’s time for

Minister Wiseman to step up, and allocate more
time and resources. His mere pittance will not do,
saidMayor Lush. Gambo is under a boil-order ad-
visory, and he explained that problems always
arise after a system has been installed, especially
when skill and dollars are lacking. In this case, a
resolution almost never comes.
With a multitude of water systems that exist,

The Beacon asked Minister Wiseman if he would
be interested in exploring other options that do
not include chlorination systems, which have their
vices. He seemed interested in speaking to The
Beacon the next day. He explained it would give
him time to find information on MIOX, which is
a non-chlorinated water system that is currently
in the works. The Beacon followed up the next
day, and was greeted by his employee who said,
Minister Wiseman saw no need to continue with
the interview, and instead passed the newspaper
on to the MIOX website address.
Based information found on theMIOXwebsite,

MIOX treats water by creating a salt water brine

that kills all of the bacteria and viruses in the water
supply. This is done by mixing a few drops of the
untreated water with salt. This saltwater is then
charged with electricity.
One of the downsides of MIOX is that it’s elec-

trical, and electrical equipment is not always reli-
able. It takes a long time to fully treat water. It can
take hours to kill all viruses. However, the upside
is that it kills the most common health threatening
bacteria in a very short time, and it doesn’t have
chlorine.
According to various chlorination reviews, put-

ting chlorine in drinking water is a quick and rel-
atively inexpensive way to kill some, though not
all, of the germs that are present in the water.
Chlorine in drinking water can react with organic
matter that is present, such as decaying vegetation.
The reaction results in by-products, the most
common of which is trihalomethanes, which have

been shown to increase the risk of cancer in labo-
ratory animals. Tests on humans also show a pos-
sible link between the trihalomethanes produced
by chlorine in drinking water and cancer. A report
released by The U.S. Council of Environmental
Quality states that “Cancer risk among people
drinking chlorinated water is 93 per cent higher
than among those whose water does not contain
chlorine.”
Reports on water treatment indicate the safest

alternative has been shown to be reverse osmosis,
which removes fluoride, chlorine, lead, and many
other contaminants. This type of system is also
available commercially and residentially.
Experts encourage that when buying a water

system, look for the Gold Seal, which means the
system has been tested and certified by the WQA
(Water Quality Association) for performance and
reliability.

BY STEPHANIE STEIN
GANDER BEACON

Towns are tapped out

Health problems related to water pollution in general are estimated to cost Canadians $300 million per year. (Photo: Stephanie
Stein/The Beacon)
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Media & Coal Ltd.

F I LT E R M E D I A
ANTHRACITE • QUALITY FILTER SAND & GRAVEL • CARBON

• GARNET • GREENSAND • MEDIA REMOVAL & INSTALLATION •

2 0 S H A R P R O A D , B R A N T F O R D , O N T A R I O N 3 T 5 L 8
TEL: (519) 751-1080 FAX: (519) 751-0617

Website: www.anthrafilter.net Email: dloney@anthrafilter.net

Sewer and Catch Basin Cleaning
Video Inspection
High Pressure Water Blasting
Industrial Vacuum Units
Hydro Excavation & Mobile
Wash Units

Chemical Cleaning & Tank
Cleaning

Waste Oil Collection
24 Hr. Emergency Response
Service

Atlantic Canada’s Leader in
Industrial and Municipal Cleaning

A DIVISION OF ENVIROSYSTEMS INC.

Dartmouth, NS
Tel: (902) 468-9011
Fax: (902) 468-5977

Saint John, NB
Tel: (506) 652-9178
Fax: (506) 652-7951

Moncton, NB
Tel: (506) 854-8014
Fax: (506) 382-7448

Charlottetown, PE
Tel: (902) 892-8014
Fax: (902) 892-1973

Water Distribution System
• Water distribution system diagnosis.
• Inspection, operation and analysis of watermain valves.
• Leak detection
• Aqua Cad® software: field data collection; data priority analysis;
hydraulic modeling; unidirectional flushing; flow-through times/influence
zones; fire protection; system management.

• Unidirectional flushing program preparation and execution.
• Hydraulic assessment of the water distribution system
• Hazen-Williams coefficient measurements.
• Flow-pressure tests.
• Project management on existing systems.

Wastewater Collection System
• Initial diagnosis of wastewater systems using the Aqua Zoom
tele-objective camera.

• Underground pipes and manhole localization.
• Project management on existing system.

LIST OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

5067706

#9-50 Thornhill Dr.
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
B3B 1S1
Tel: (902) 468-9447
Fax: (902) 468-2090
Cell: (902) 499-1965
www.aquadata.com

• Lift Station Protection and Control Panels
• Water and Wastewater SCADA Systems
• Unitronics PLC Sales & Service

• Control System Maintenance and Upgrades
• Instrumentation Solutions
• PLC Programming

Ph: 506.455.1925 • Fax: 506.459.3400 • www.thepanelshop.com
CSA Certified • ISO9001 Registered • Member MPWWA • APWWA • ABEA
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Automation Solutions for Water and Wastewater Applications

•OmniSiteTM Monitoring and Alarm Systems Sales, Installation & Programming
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McLENNAN SALES
303 Golden Grove Rd.,

Saint John, N.B.
E2H 2V5

Phone: (506) 634-3112
Fax: (506) 634-0480

McLENNAN SALES
40 Loftus St.
Moncton, N.B.

E1E 1E2
Phone: (506) 857-1082
Fax: (506) 857-9006

McLENNAN SALES
111 Wright Ave.
Dartmouth, N.S.

B3B 1K6
Phone: (902) 468-1500
Fax: (902) 468-2721

McLENNAN SALES
890 Riordon Dr.
Bathurst, NB
E2A 4W7

Phone: (506) 548-2823
Fax: (506) 548-2622

CORPORATION

Municipal
• PVC Water & Sewer Pipe
• Ductile Iron Pipe
• HDPE Pipe & Fittings
• Fire Hydrants, Gate Valves
• Water Meters
• Geotextile
• HDPE Culverts
• Electrofuse Fittings for HDPE
• Water Sampling Stations
• Blow-Off Hydrants
• Waterworks Tools
• Other Associated Products

Industrial
• Glass Lined Pipe
• PVC SCH 40/80, SDR 26
Pipe & Fittings

• PVC Valves for Industrial and
Process Applications

• EMCO Rain Tank & Other Water
Retention Systems

www.mclennansales.com

Grade 5 students at Stratford Elementary School in Stratford, Prince Edward Island learn about the importance of conserving water when Billy Ramsay visits once a year with “Willie”, Willie’s Water Wheel and other inter-
active displays. (Photos: Courtesy of the Stratford Utility and Public Works Department)

The grade 5 students at Stratford Elementary
School are usually eager to play outside during recess.
But not when“Willie” is in the classroom.
“Willie”—who at one time was just an ordinary

water cooler—visits the students once a year to help
them understand the importance of water conserva-
tion.
BillyRamsay created the interactivemascot in 2007

when he decided the best way tomaintain the coun-
try’s most vital natural resource was through the In-
ternet generation.
TheUtility Techwith the water utility department

in Stratford, Prince Edward Island explains that
“Willie” has two sides—one that makes good deci-
sions about water use and one that doesn’t. The in-
teractive mascot demonstrates how much water is
used when teeth are being brushed and hands are
being washed. “The water is collected in measuring
devices so the childrenget a visual of howmuchwater
is actually wasted.”
Ramsay also constructed Willie’s Water Wheel.

Every student’s name is put on the wheel and they
have a chance to win prizes every time it spins.
The children hear water sound effects throughout

the hour-and-45-minute presentation—sounds typ-
ically heard around a home—and have to choose the

correct answer on theirWater Droplet Chalkboard.
This year, Ramsay’s model demonstrates rain that

falls out of a cloud onto the roof of a home, goes
down the gutter into the rain barrel and waters the
garden.“I can’t wait until the students see it,” he said
inApril.
After the presentation the children are invited to

draw a picture dealing with water conservation. The
UtilityTech says there areusually over 100 entries that
are narroweddown to12by town staff.Thedrawings
are used to produce a calendar. All 800 students in
Stratford schools receive one of the calendars. The
other 600 are distributed at the town hall.
“The students go home and they are usually not

shy about telling their parentswhat theyhave learned
andhow their family can conservewater,”he explains.
“Hopefully, it is lesson they will take with them
throughout their life.”
The students do remember both the teacher and

the lesson.“The first class I talked to is in grade 9now
and they still comment when I see them about how
they are savingwater—themost common(remark) is
(about) taking 5-minute showers.”
Ramsay says,“I nowhave taught over 700 students

the importance of water conservation. My goal is to
make sure every child that goes through Stratford El-
ementary has taken the program.”

BY ANDY WALKER

Ramsay uses innovative ways to teach water conservation
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Exhibitors prepare for theMaritime ProvincesWater &Wastewater Association’s Annual Training Seminar Trade Show. (Photos: Heather Jones)
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Todd Richard
Chairperson of the MPWWA

NOTE FROM
THE CHAIR

Continued from cover
Aswemove ahead I would like to welcome

Steven Knockwood and Tim Henmen as our
newest members of the executive. Thanks for
steppingup to the plate guys I look forward to
working with you.
During the past three years as Vice-chair I

have had the pleasure to work with our out-
going Chair Andrew Garnett. A tip of the hat
to Andrew for accomplishing many tasks,
from hiring our first paid staff member, part-
nering with training providers, finalizing the
procedure to incorporation, to all the many
tasks and challenges in-between.On behalf of
the members and executive a sincere “Thank
YouAndrew”for the great job youdid leading
theMaritimeProvincesWater andWastewater
Associationduring your termasChairperson.
Have a safe and happy summer everyone!

Todd Richard
Chairperson of theMPWWA
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MPWWA’s ‘Silent Auction for Charity’ held in
conjunction with theMaritime ProvincesWater &
Wastewater Association’s Annual Training Semi-
nar in Halifax in April raised $2,575.45.
The MPWWA executive was pleased the Chil-

dren’s Trust Fund had been chosen as the charity
for the event “because of the broad range for
which the funds are used for, and on the fact that

the charity focuses on the specific needs of chil-
dren and their families,” organizer Alan Benninger
explained.
Several MPWWA executive members assisted

Benninger and his wife, Holly MacIntosh, to set
up the auction room at theWestin Nova Scotian to
display the more than 100 items contributed by
approximately 70 donors.

The hotel donated a one-night stay with break-
fast to the Silent Auction. Benninger said it was
one of the items that attracted a lot of attention.
“We also had very active bidding on a Men's and
Women's watch set donated by HalifaxWater and
a Montreal Canadien's book donated by Rob
Hamilton, an executive member from Saint John.”
Benninger said there were “only positive com-

ments” from MPWWA members who partici-
pated in the Silent Auction. But he pointed out
there were 36 less bidders this year than at the
2010 Training Seminar in Saint John—75 com-

pared to 111.
Benninger said while executive members (now

Directors) had been responsible for soliciting
items for the auction, organizers invite all
MPWWA members to contribute toward future
charity auctions held by the Association by gath-
ering items in their local areas.
“This is only the second year we have included

a charity auction.We look forward to holding an-
other successful one in Charlottetown in 2012 and
continue to contribute to the communities we
serve.”

Silent Auction for Charity raises $2,575.45
Alan Benninger andHollyMacIntosh are shownwith some of more than 100 items donated for theMPWWASilent Auction. (Photo: Heather Jones)

T
heMaritimeProvincesWater&Wastewater
Association will be accepting submissions
for workshop presentations for the

MPWWAAnnual Training Seminar in Charlotte-
town. Effective and relevant traininghelpsus con-
tinue toprotect public health and the environment
in the communities we serve.
The theme for our 32ndAnnual Training Sem-

inar is“TheEarthisOurIsland–HowWeProtect
It”. MPWWA will be accepting abstract submis-
sions for all topics related towater andwastewater
that meet with the theme. Presentations shall be 1
hour in length - approximately 45minutes for the
corepresentationand15minutes to accommodate
questions from the delegates.
Have youbeen involved in aproject?Orhave an

innovationorproduct youwould like to sharewith
Maritime water and wastewater operators? Please
provide a brief presentation outline for considera-
tion to share with your peers.
We are accepting abstracts until the program is

full. The deadline for abstracts to be submitted is
October 14th, 2011.
Abstracts may be submitted electronically in

‘Microsoft Word’ format for consideration; send
them along with your contact information to:
Todd Richard, Todd Richard Chairman,
MPWWA, Email:
todd.richard@town.windsor.ns.ca; Phone: (902)
798-8000;Fax: (902) 798-0144orbymail to:Town
ofWindsor, PO Box 158,Windsor,NS BON 2T0.

Call for Presentations
32nd Annual Training Seminar Delta Prince Edward
- Charlottetown, PEI April 22nd to 25th, 2012

Comprehensive training that provides students
with a solid knowledge base to operate andmain-
tain water and wastewater systems is available on-
line from the Nova Scotia Community College in
partnershipwith theNewBrunswickCommunity
College.
Students can obtain a Certificate of Accom-

plishment in Water and Wastewater Operation
after successfully completing the full training
model—7 of the 11 courses offered—within six
months.
Subjects in the Continuing Education (ConEd)

program include: General Sciences, OH& S, Me-
chanical Systems, Planning and Reporting,
Water/Wastewater Quality Control,Water/Waste-
water Distribution, and Water/Wastewater Treat-
ment.
The courses are suited to peoplewith a variety of

interests and backgrounds from those intending to
start a career to certified operators who want to
maintain their credits. Courses can be taken indi-
vidually.
Students with a grade 12 equivalent can enroll

anytime throughout the year.Although the courses
are online, students do not have to be computer
experts.They do need basic computer skills, access
to a computer and an internet connection.
For more information, visit the NSCCwebsite at:

www.nscc.ca/learning_programs/coned/Program.asp
x?I=14 or the NBCC website at:
www.nbcc.ca/en/home/campuses/saintjohncam-

pus/continuingeducation/waterandwastewateronli-
neoperatortraining/default.aspx
Information about theNBCC courses is also avail-

able from Bob Ross at 506-643-7744, or Rob Reid at
506-658-6662 or nbccsj.water@nbcc.ca.

Water and wastewater
training available

46
52
22
3
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P
rince Edward Island’s capital has
taken a major step towards ensuring
its residents will have a secure water

supply for several decades.
City council approved the purchase of

76 hectares of land in Miltonvale Park near
the western boundary of Charlottetown.
Craig Walker, the city’s utility manager,
said the long-term goal is to use the land
as a new source of water for the growing
population. He said the long-term plan is
to have another water source capable of
supplying 4,000 litres per minute.
The property was purchased from the

Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlottetown
at a cost of $400,000.
But Walker noted, because it will cost in

the neighbourhood of $16 million to bring
that system on line, the city is hoping to ac-
cess federal and provincial programs in ad-
dition to its own dollars.
Now that the land is owned by the city,

the utility manager said the next step is to
work on funding. The city would like to see
water flowing from the site by 2014 or
2015.
Currently, Charlottetown depends en-

tirely on theWinter River watershed for its
supply, drawing 6,703,744 m3 last year.
Councillor Eddie Rice, who chairs the Util-

ity Committee, said the capital is
counting on a combination of a new

source and water conservation to ensure its
long term needs.
A survey conducted by the committee

shows residents of the Cradle of Confeder-
ation support that direction. City dwellers
gave their stamp of approval to a rebate
program for dual flush toilet installation.
The program will provide rebates to water
utility customers when they replace a high
flush volume toilet (13L or more) with a
low-flush volume toilet of 6L or less. Re-
bates of $60 will be offered for 6L toilets,
and $75 rebate for 4.8L/flush or dual-flush
toilets. Homeowners, business owners and
multi-unit building owners are eligible to
apply for up to two rebates. Residents are
also eligible for a provincial rebate of up to
15 per cent of the costs for the purchase
and installation of low-flush volume toi-
lets.
Those taking part in the survey ap-

proved the idea of water metering by a 59-
41 per cent margin. Currently, capital
residents pay a flat rate per quarter. In ad-
dition, 64 per cent of those completing the
survey felt homes with swimming pools
should be metered.
The city has hired a water conservation

coordinator, Ramona Doyle, who will be
supervising the toilet rebate program.

BY ANDY WALKER

Charlottetown buys land
to expand water supply

T
he City of Saint John, New Brunswick is
moving forward with its Action Plan for
Safe, Clean Drinking Water.

“What Saint John needs is a modern water
treatment facility,” said Paul Groody, commis-
sioner of municipal operations and engineering
for Saint John Water. “We have excellent water
sources but the level of treatment is lacking.”
A Program Structuring and Implementation

Plan, adopted by City Council on April 11, out-
lines 15 core projects that are the “most essential
for assurance of safe clean drinking water,” states
a briefing summary.
With a four-year timeline for implementation,

the projects carry a $172 million price tag, or
$57,433,000 from each of the three levels of gov-
ernment.
The program is built around a 100 ML/D

(100,000 m3 per day) modern water filtration
treatment facility to be located south of Little
River Reservoir in East Saint John.
The plan also calls for reconfiguring some ex-

isting infrastructure, as well as the construction
of new transmission lines, pumping stations and
reservoirs.
“One of challenges for the Saint John water sys-

tem is the fact you have two fast flowing rivers in
the middle of the city,” said Groody.Adding to the
challenge is the fact that Saint John is small in

terms of population but large in geographic area
and in heavy industry.
As Groody explained, a lot of the big industrial

water users don’t need treated drinking water.
Taking them off the potable water supply line will
be in everybody’s best interest.
With the Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) process already initiated, Groody said ide-
ally the City would like to see the design work
done in 2012, with construction starting in 2013
and completion by 2015.
“This is all funding dependant,” he stressed.

“Until the funding is secured, our timing is really
up in the air.”
Groody said the City has made submissions for

funding and have discussed the action plan with
provincial and federal elected representatives.“It’s
a matter of having access to a provincial or federal
program,” said Groody, noting the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities (FCM) is pushing for
another infrastructure program similar to the
Build Canada program that is just wrapping up.
The City will soon hold an open house to un-

veil the plans to the general public and receive
input.
“When we get to the point where we want to

initiate the design process, there will be a public
call for proposals to design the facility,” Groody
said. “We’re hoping that will happen in 2012.”

BY KATHY JOHNSON

Saint John moving
forward with action plan

Hantsport’s town council is working on address-
ing issues surrounding the quality of the (Nova Sco-
tia) town’s drinking water and unsightly properties.
Finding a solution to drinking water woes
Deputy Mayor Don Rockwell recommended the

town hire CBCL to conduct a study that will deter-
mine if coagulation or nanofiltration will drastically
lower the levels of trihalomethanes (THMs) and
haloacetic acids (HAAs) found inHantsport’s drink-
ing water.
Rockwell said the study will reveal which method

will work best atHantsport’s water treatment facility.
“We can’t sit back and wait any longer,” Rockwell

said.

CAO Jeff Lawrence said both solutions are costly,
but theprovincial governmenthas informedhim that
the issuemust be addressed.
Council unanimously agreed to fund the study that

carries an estimated cost of $27,125 plus tax at their
regularmonthlymeeting June 7.
Nova Scotia Environment’s website explains that

studies have linked high levels of THMs—com-
pounds formedwhenchlorine reactswithorganics—
in drinking water with the development of cancer.
At a roundtable discussion during a community

meeting in theHantsport FireHallMay 15,Rockwell
said council may be looking at between $500,000 to
$1.5 million worth of upgrades to the town’s water
treatment plant once CBCL’s study determines the
most effectivemethod for reducing the level of THMs
in the drinking water…

BY ASHLEY THOMPSON
HANTS JOURNAL

Costly water study approved

LIPHOOK COUPLERS & SYSTEMS INC.
Manu f a c t u r e r & Ag e n t f o r t h e Pa t e n t e d
“Unique Coupler & System” No Dig Curb Box / Rod Replacement

115 Taylor’s Rd., Oakwood, Ontario K0M 2M0
Tel: 705 953 9988 Fax 705 953 9138

Cell 416 458 8339
Email liphook@i-zoom.net • Web site www.liphook.ca

Liphook is LICENSING the patented “SYSTEM” of replacing/repairingcurb stops from the surface of the ground without entry into a trench..
This “SYSTEM” is now protected by Canadian patent 2,200,004, United States of America patent 5,950,654 .

To avoid patent infringement please contact Liphook regarding a LICENSE for use of the SYSTEM.

Over $72 million has been paid to victims of the
Walkerton,Ontario taintedwater tragedy.
InMay 2000, seven people died and close to 2,500

were ill when E.coli contaminated the community’s

water supply.
A total of 9,275 of the 10,189 claims qualified for

compensation. They should all be paid by the end of
the year.

Walkerton claims settled
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[Amherst,NS]—Heavy rain andmudhaveplayed
havoc with Amherst's multi-million-dollar sewage
treatment plant under construction on the marsh
near the (Nova Scotia) town.
However, even though the (May) weather has

made work difficult, the town's transportation and
public works director said it's still on schedule.
"It is anticipated that construction will still be on

target for a substantial completion date in late No-
vember or early December," Ben Pitman said. "The
only thing remaining to be donewill be someminor
landscaping on the lagoon berms and around the
wetlands."
Whenworkwas suspended last fall the projectwas

ahead of schedule.
Crewswere scheduled to return to the site over the

winter after the ground froze to continueworkingon
theproject,butweredelayedbymilder than expected
weather.

BY DARRELL COLE
AMHERST DAILY NEWS

Sewage treatment project still
has fall completion target

A
major water system upgrade planned for
the Town of Bay de Verde (Newfound-
land & Labrador) is a step closer to be-

coming reality. The town's previous struggle to
come up with the money to pay its share of the
project is no longer an obstacle.
"I'm pleased to say that, as we speak, the proj-

ect is going to tender and the ad is being pre-
pared, hopefully this weekend," Mayor Gerard
Murphy told The Compass last week (June 6).
He hopes the project will commence by this fall.
The project, which is valued at nearly $3 mil-

lion, has been in the works since May 2009.
The town pledged some $285,000, while the

provincial and federal governments committed
just over $1.6 million and $950,000, respectively.
However, because the town's debt ratio ex-

ceeds 30 per cent, traditional lending institu-
tions gave a cold shoulder to the town, putting
the project in jeopardy.
But a loan of $240,000 from the Community

Business Development Corporation helped get
the project back on track.
To care for its part of the deal, the town is in-

jecting $60,000 in cash. The final piece of the fi-
nancial arrangement fell into place when the
town was successful in obtaining a short-term
loan from the Canadian Imperial Bank of Com-
merce to cover the HST portion of $130,000.
"It was a process that took a substantial

amount of time and negotiations to bring to
fruition," Murphy said.
The town approached CBDC when it learned

the "organization had expanded its mandate
from the private sector to funding that would
fall into a category that municipalities would
quality for," Murphy said.
Major improvements coming
By the conclusion of the project, a local

seafood processing facility owned by Quinlan
Brothers Limited will have access to a new, ded-
icated water line which will be unfiltered and
unchlorinated.
Residents will also benefit from the project,

seeing an immediate improvement in both water
quality and quantity.
Finally, the operating cost of the system will

drop significantly, with the construction of a
"gravity-flow" system, designed to do away with
the need for water pumping.
The seafood plant is a major employer in the

region, and has had difficulty meeting its water
requirements.
At odds with the province
Murphy praised the CBDC, but continued to

express frustration toward the provincial gov-
ernment.
"Ministers of the Crown sometimes take a bit

of an ambivalent approach to municipal politi-
cians, on occasion losing sight of the ball," Mur-
phy said. One of the mayor's frustrations is that,
"in some areas, (the Municipalities Act) really
ties our hands."
He profoundly dislikes it when provincial

ministers comment that towns must "take re-
sponsibility for their own." Murphy contends
that municipal leaders, not ministers, are the
ones who are "on the frontlines."
Murphy is pragmatic about his personal dif-

ferences of opinion with the provincial govern-
ment.
"When it comes to promoting Bay de Verde

and serving the interests of the residents, I will
continue to do that as long as I sit in the mayor's
chair. If I ruffle political feathers at the Confed-
eration Building, then so be it. I'm sure I'll find
another battle that will need to be dealt with,"
he said.

BY BURTON K. JANES
THE COMPASS

Funding secured for water project

Saint John Common Council has determined
that detention ponds are the most economical so-
lution to the flooding problems in Glen Falls.
The small section of the New Brunswick city is

located on a flood plain and a number of its
houses are partially underwater after every major
rain storm.
Saint JohnMayor Ivan Court had proposed that

the city purchase the highest-risk homes in Glen
Falls, relocate the residents and raze the area.
But the plan was scrapped after a report from

city engineering staff at a June 20 council meeting
said 155 houses were at risk. Council estimated the
price to buy them was $13 million.
The director of public works, Shayne Galbraith,

told reporters the city might purchase a few of the
houses that had the highest risk of flooding.

Saint John has investigated other solutions to

the problem. It looked into installing a large pipe

to divert floodwater from the vulnerable homes in

Glen Falls but concluded the project’s $51.6 mil-

lion price tag was not feasible.

The city now plans to construct more detention

ponds to contain some of the floodwater and pre-

vent it from reaching Glen Falls.

The cost to build the first structure at Mystery

Lake is estimated at $800,000. The first step for the

city is to order an environmental impact assess-

ment (EIA).

But Galbraith said there is not enough money

in his budget to cover the EIA so the study will not

be commissioned until next year.

Detention ponds planned for Glen Falls

1 Pine n’ Oak Drive Wellington, NS, B2T 1J4 • terrafirma@eastlink.ca • 902-576-3551

• QP1-QP2 Services
• Watercourse Alteration
• Buffer Zone Assessment

CONSULTING & ASSESSMENTS -QP2 Lot Approval Services -Wetland Delineations

Terra Firma
This easy-to-use Nova Scotia invention can be used in any septic system that
utilizes a tee and an even split is desired, as well as in existing center-fed sys-
tems in early septic bed failure. Installers should use the Flow Splitters to im-
prove their installation and avoid unnecessary issues with callback failures and
potential liability issues. To learn more about the Flow Splitter, check out:
www.flowsplitter.com or call Terra Firma Consultants at (902) 221-2135.

ATown of NewGlasgowPublicWorks crew led by Jeff Grant works on newwater valves on the East River Road. (Photo: Jen-
nifer Vardy Little/NewGlasgowDaily News)

TEST HOLE
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[Howley,NL]—Officials hoping to upgrade the
Howley’s water system are wondering why they
have been told the(Newfoundland & Labrador)
provincial gas tax credit cannot be utilized for the
project.
Coun. Don McLean said the town has been

needing an upgrade in its water supply system for
some time. They had hoped to change its current,
older water pump supply to a gravity-based sys-
tem and thought the provincial gas tax credit
could be applied.
Howley is looking at replacing its water pump-

ing system utilizing the province’s infrastructure
program, in which the province would pay 90 per
cent of the project and the town would kick in 10
per cent. McLean said the town was told the gas
tax credit could be used in place of the Town of
Howley’s 10 per cent share.
“We thought that it could be used for this and

now this year we have been told that it can’t,”
McLean said. “We haven’t been given any expla-
nation, except to say that it can’t be done, it does-
n’t meet the criteria.”
McLean said Howley’s water system is getting

up in age and is very expensive to replace. A grav-
ity-based unit would be much more efficient, use

less power and be much more reliable in in-
clement weather.
MHADarryl Kelly said he is aware of the prob-

lem and is trying to find a solution.
“One of the problems is that they want to use it

as their 10 per cent, and that just can’t be done in
that program,” said Kelly. “Their proposal unfor-
tunately did not meet the criteria, but we are ask-
ing the province to look into it.”
Kelly said that criteria includes a proponent in

the gas tax credit stating that ineligible projects
can include basic infrastructure improvements or
replacements and standard servicing and distri-
bution for water projects.
They can use a gas tax credit for other projects,

he said, just not this type of project.
“On some things they can use it for, on some

they cannot,” he said. “We are looking for a solu-
tion.”
Until then,McLean said the town will continue

to use its current water system and hope it does
not break down. He said the pump is about 30
years old and is so obsolete that it’s getting difficult
to find filters.
“We’re operating this thing on a wing and a

prayer right now,”he said.“If they’re going to give
us gas taxmoney the community should be able to
put it into what it believes is suitable.”

BY PAUL HUTCHINGS
THE WESTERN STAR

Howley’s hopes of gas tax credit
funding water project dashed

Bonavista’s water has asbestos fibres in it.
That’swhy the (Newfoundland&Labrador) town

is looking for $3.6 million in provincial funding to
replace its watermains.
“Hopefully nowwith the government budget and

all the extra money they’re going to put into infra-
structure,wemight somepositive results,”saidDavid
Hiscock, Bonavista’s town manager, following last
week’s (late April) provincial budget.
“That is our number one priority right now.”
When asbestos is inhaled, the particles become

imbedded in the lungs andmay cause cancer.When
ingested, however, the asbestos fibres just pass
through the system.
“It still doesn’t feel very comfortable to know that

youhave asbestos fibres in your drinkingwater,”His-

cock said.
The waterline was installed in the 1960s. At that

timeasbestos-reinforced concretewas commonplace.
Now, however, that isn’t the case.
Hiscock said because of the fibres the Town isn’t

comfortable hooking any new users up to the water
line.
“Wedon’t feel justified to give the services to them

until we get a good water supply or a good source of
water,”he said.
“There are sections of town, newer sections, that

haven’t got any town services yet.”
Bonavista applied for the sameproject last year,but

it wasn’t approved.
Hiscock said the townwas told to apply for it again

in 2011.
“They’ve got to realize that’s our number one pri-

ority,” he said.
“We desperately need a newwatermain.”

BY MALLORY CLARKSON
THE PACKET

Bonavista looking for new water lines
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Sewage treatment plans on hold
Without more funding from federal and

provincial government, the planned sewage
treatment facility for Happy Valley-Goose Bay
(Newfoundland & Labrador) cannot go ahead,
Town Manager Wyman Jacques told the
Labradorian on June 27.
Mr. Jacques and Happy Valley-Goose Bay

Mayor Leo Abbass flew to St. John’s last week
(June 27) in the hopes of securing more finan-
cial assistance from both levels of government to
begin construction of the Waste Water Lagoon
system. This facility will see treatment for the
town’s sewage that currently flows straight into
the Churchill River.
The tender for the first phase of the sewage

treatment facility — the line — had closed and
the town has a low bidder chosen — Glenn Cor-
poration.With the bidders permission, however,
the town has extended the deadline for awarding
the tender to allow time to secure sufficient fund-
ing. The town has until the first week of July to
decide on their next course of action.
The tenders for the second and third phases of

the treatment plant have also closed and the
town also has until July to award the contracts.
Once the contracts are awarded, the construction

can begin.
Under the current agreement, the provincial,

federal and municipal government’s have a one-
third cost-shared plan based on initial estimates
of $16.5 million for completion of the system.
Any amount over and above this becomes the
town’s responsibility.
It was only with the close of the three tenders

that the town realized just how much the treat-
ment plant would cost.
The tenders revealed a $22.1 million price tag.

Factor in an estimated 10 percent cost overrun,
this would mean a nearly $8 million increase
over the initial estimates of $16.5 million.
“There’s no way the town could take this on

without increasing taxes by a huge amount,”Mr.
Jacques said.
The town has already met with MP Peter Pe-

nashue about the issue and he arranged for a
meeting between the town officials and federal
government representatives.
The group was set to meet along with provin-

cial government representatives on June 28 and
Mr. Jacques said they would stay as long as it
took.
Minister of Municipal Affairs Kevin O’Brien

confirmed that he was having a look at the proj-
ect…

BY JENNY MCCARTHY
THE LABRADORIAN

Continued from cover
Danny Cavanagh, president of CUPE Nova

Scotia and a water worker himself, said that in-
vesting in training programs for the people who
deliver water services is critical, especially when
new regulations and rules are implemented. Ca-
vanagh spoke about how his own workplace
training help him gain certification he needed
but also helped him gain the confidence and
skills to become a leader in his community.
“These programs work well – and I’m living
proof.”
CUPE Education Officer Sylvia Sioufi echoed

the call for an investment in people. “Skilled
workers are key to ensuring we have safe water.
Just-in-time training is not enough we must cre-
ate workplaces where continuous learning is
possible.”

Joining panelists from CUPE was FredWendt,
water coordinator at the Ecology Action Centre
in Halifax who addressed the impact of climate
changes and regulatory changes on the delivery
of clean water to communities. He called on the
federal government to develop a comprehensive
plan to address the challenges. “We need a na-
tional water strategy that recognizes water as a
public trust not to be squandered.”
Moist said many FCM delegates spoke about

the importance of keeping Canadian water pub-
lic, working to reduce bottled water and finding
ways to invest in training for workers to ensure
a safe and efficient water system.
He said CUPE will be taking a simple message

to politicians: “quality public services help build
the strong and vibrant communities we all
want.”

Water issues discussed at FCM annual
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E
xcessive amounts of cooking fat, oil and grease
being poured down the drain is to blame for a
sewer backup that damaged several (Nova Sco-

tia) homes in Bedford's Ridgevale subdivision.
Bedford Coun. Tim Outhit, who lives on

Ridgevale Drive, was out of the country on a family
vacation at the end of February when he started get-
ting calls about a serious problem on his street.
"For the third time in 10 years, there was sewer

backup in our neighbourhood," Outhit said.
While Outhit's home was not damaged, sewage

backed into all of his neighbour's homes. One of
those neighbours, Dan Legge, has had enough.
"It's pretty gross." Legge said of the whole experi-

ence. "Of course the basement is finished.This does-

n't happen to people who have unfinished base-
ments."
HalifaxWater cleaned out the sewer pipes andde-

termined the backup was the result of a grease and
fat buildup, primarily bacon fat.
"Which they said they've never seen the likes of

other than in an area where there are restaurants,"
Outhit said of his residential-only street. "So this is
really unusual."
In 2003, Legge's basement was damaged during

another sewer backup (blamed on a hockey stick
somehowgetting into the system) that costwasmore
than $30,000 to cleanup and repair. All the flooring
and walls had to be removed, and surfaces cleaned
before it could be rebuilt.
Damage from this backup is estimated to cost just

as much to fix, but this time Legge only has insur-

ance coverage for $25,000 worth of work.
"This can't happen again," he said. "It's happened

twice, and it's weeks andweeks andweeks of disrup-
tion to the family.Plus, there's the risk of bacteria ex-
posure from all the crap coming into your house."
Legge said he's having trouble accepting the ex-

planation for the latest backup.
"I struggle with the fact that this neighbourhood

has some degree of disproportional fat disposal is-
sues. That bogglesmymind." Legge said the failure of
the system to handle this problemmakes him won-
der if amaintenance or design problem is ultimately
to blame.
HalifaxWater is mailing notices to the 250 to 300

residents in affected sewer systemarea about disposal
do's and don'ts, and hopefully that will "nip this in
the bud," Outhit said.

HalifaxWater spokesman JamesCampbell said he
hopes residents get the message that pouring fat, oil
and grease down the drain is not only a bad idea, it
could be a costly mistake for the person doing it.
Campbell said besides contraveningHalifaxWater

rules and regulations, the homeowner could be on
the hook to pay for not only damage to his own
house caused by a sewage backup, but damage to
other properties as well.
While some people may think dumping cooking

oil, grease and fat down the drain followed by hot
water is OK, once the material hits the cold, under-
ground pipes, it thickens and congeals. The place to
dispose of it, Campbell said, is your green bin.
Halifax Water is now using a remote inspection

camera to determinewhichproperties the fat,oil and
grease came from.

BY KIM MOAR
HALIFAX NEWS NET

Built-up fat in sewage pipes blamed for backup in Bedford

[Corner Brook, NL]—While the actual design-
build method of the (Corner Brook, Newfound-
land & Labrador) city’s water treatment plant has
changed, preparation work may also lead to a
physical change in the facility.
These measures are being taken to save money

on the more than $43-millon project, that bal-
looned to more than $60 million when tenders
were received last year.
SteveMay, director of operational services, said

the city has been working with the owners engi-
neer, CBCL Limited, to do some further investi-
gation, including looking at the preliminary
figures used for the plant design.
One aspect is reducing the capacity of the plant,

which depends on water consumption by its users.
May said, although Corner Brook remains well
over the national average of per household of
water consumption, there has been a gradual
trending downwards.He attributes that to changes
at all levels, from industrial users to residential.
Another encouraging sign is the data collected

from water metres placed voluntarily on more
than 100 city households. May said those homes
are showing water consumption levels the same as
the national average. His home is one.
“We are conscious about water, but we are not

hypersensitive about it,” he said. “To me, that in-
dicates we have the ability to reduce water usage
right across the board across the city, and that is

the single biggest factor that can have an impact
on the cost of the plant.”
He said awareness and education will be key to

reducing the amount used by the other approxi-
mately 7,900 units in the city. That would lead to
a need for a smaller capacity plant.
May said further resolve to leaking from the

city’s distribution system will also be a significant
factor. He suspects some older areas of the city
have significant leaking, which has to be fixed.
The next step after that is finalizing the request

for qualifications, which is accepting documents
from teams who are proposing to get involved to
design and build the water treatment plant. May
said the request should be issued sometime this
month.
In the early fall,May said the city should have a

short list of design builders — four teams are
being targetted — and then a request for propos-
als would be issued, hopefully around mid-fall.
The actual construction is hoped to begin by late
spring or early summer 2012, with hope for the
plant to become operational in the fall of 2014.
May said the city is cognizant of inflation in the

construction industry, but the hope is the new de-
sign/build route— known as the delivery method
—will see a more cost-effective way of producing
the plant.
The facility is slated to be erected on the west-

ern edge of Corner Brook, near the rock cut above
Massey Drive and adjacent the Trans-Canada
Highway.

BY CORY HURLEY
THE WESTERN STAR

City’s water treatment facility
may have smaller capacity [Amherst, NS]—The cost of using water in

Amherst (Nova Scotia) is going up by a few dollars
a year.
Amherst is prepared to bring forward its 2011-

12 operating and capital budget that includes 7.4
per cent in base charges and a 25.9 per cent in-
crease in the per cubic metre consumption rate.
“This is year two of a three-year UARB order so

we are basing our budget on those rates,” town
treasurer Vince Arbing told council during its
committee-of-the-whole meeting on Monday

(June 20).
Arbing said the consumption rate per cubic

metre will jump to 41.3 cents from 32.8 cents. He
said the average residential customer using 65,000
cubic metres of water per quarter will pay $12.08
extra per year, or a 5.5 per cent increase.
“It about to $3.02 a quarter,”Arbing told coun-

cil.
The water rates have been set by the Nova Sco-

tia and Utility and Review Board.
Amherst Daily News

Water rates in Amherst to increase

Spring Street in Amherst, Nova Scotia was closed for a bit on the morning of June 2 as crews fixed a water line in front of a
vacant home. (Photo: Darrell Cole/ Amherst Daily News)
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A
bout three dozenKippens (Newfoundland&
Labrador) residents attended a meeting last
week (mid-May) to hear about a proposed

sewer system for the town.
They listened as Glenn Sharpe, a representative

fromAbydoz Enviromental, a wastewater treatment
firm, discussed an upcoming waste treatment feasi-
bility studyhis companywas asked to conduct by the
town council.
He said a previous study for the town, conducted

by another company, selected an engineeredwetland
as a preferredwaste treatment system for theTownof
Kippens.
“Basically the townhas askedus to look at this and

identify the full costs of what a system would be to
put in andwhat are options to look at to possibly re-
duce the costs,” saidMr. Sharpe.
“Overall, the Kippens design is based on the pop-

ulation. There's approximately 1,800people living in
Kippens, give or take a little bit. We'll be looking at
that design plus a growth over 20 or 25 years. So you
build this system for growth expansion in the future.”
Mr. Sharpe said after collecting sewage and re-

moving plastics and other items, the first stage of a
treatment facility is to separate liquid and solid sew-
erage.
In an engineered wetland system, liquid waste

then goes through a region of specialized soil and
reed plants.
"As (the liquids) flow through the wetlands, the

plants transfer air down into the dry zone, the root
zone. That air allows bacteria to live below the sur-
face,” he said. “Basically the bacteria eats and con-
sumes the waste.”
He noted the liquids become cleaner the longer

they are kept in the wetland area – and are not re-
leased until the liquid reaches an acceptable level of
cleanliness.
Mr. Sharpe said solid waste is taken to another

treatment area, which he referred to as sludge treat-
ment cells.There reed plants dewater andmineralize
the sludge through natural processes.
“We transfer those solids into a compostmaterial

which the town can reuse for landscaping purposes
or other things – or Abydoz will actually take that
and actually use it in our nursery,”he said.
If the town were to select an Abydoz system, the

companywould provide a 75-yearwarranty,butMr.
Sharpe noted the townwould be responsible for the
operational costs of the system during its lifetime.
“The longer a systemworks…the less youhave to

pay to replace it. So overall, it costs you less over the
lifetime.”
SEWERLINES
As there is currently no sewer collection system in

Kippens, a town-wide sewer system would have to
be phased in tomove sewerage to a treatment site or
sites.
Mr.Sharpe said therewere threemain options for

the Town of Kippens.One being a centralized treat-
ment centre,which brings all sewerage together and
treats it in one place. Another option is de-central-
ized treatment, with different collection and treat-
ment sites located in the town. The third option is
expansion of the nearby Stephenville Abydoz wet-
land system,bringing sewerage to that town’s facility
for treatment.
Mr. Sharpe said all three optionswould be looked

at independently,with costs of each estimated in the
feasiblity study. The town would then decide which
would be the best option to pursue.
Among the residents raising questionswasNorma

Childs,who asked about the costs associatedwith the
sewer system for individual homeowners.Mr.Sharpe
said full costs wouldn’t be known until the study is
completed and the towndecides how itwants to pro-

ceed.
Resident Martha Wall asked if a wetlands site in

Kippenswouldhave a foul smell similar to that com-
ing from the Stephenville wetland facility.
Mr. Sharpe said problems with the Stephenville

facility were currently being addressed, noting open
holding tanks were causing the odor problems and
not the actual wetlands.
Another resident asked about government fund-

ing for the project. Councillor Debbie Brake-Patten
said the town was actively trying to engage the gov-
ernment on the issue.
“We have to impress upon the government that

yes, we want this system –we need it because we are
continuing to grow,” she said. “And as we continue
to grow we have to take care of our waste. Septics
down the road will not cut it.”
Other questions included the location of a treat-

ment site and what happens to septic tanks once
sewer lines are in place. Mr. Sharpe said these and
other concerns would be dealt with in the study.
Councillor Brake-Patten noted once the study is

completed, another public meeting will be held to
discuss the results and to get public input on how to
proceed.

BY CHRISTOPHER VAUGHAN
THE GEORGIAN

Kippens residents raise concerns
about proposed sewer system

[Sydney,NS]—TheCapeBretonRegionalMunic-
ipality has requested the provincial (Nova Scotia)
government provide a “reasonable approach” to
funding theCanadawidemunicipalwastewater efflu-
ent strategy before the municipality commits any-
moremoney.
A (May) letter that will be forwarded to the De-

partmentof Environment says theprovince“doesnot
properly understand the capital requirements for the
CBRM to comply” with the federally mandated
guidelines for treated effluent, as directed under the
Fisheries Act.
Eight separate wastewater treatment facilities will

need to be built over thenext decade at a cost of $425
million because those areas of the CBRM fall under
thehigh risk level category for raweffluent discharge.
It also includes the construction of sewage collec-

tor systems, stormsewer separation chambers andef-
fluent outfalls for each of the new facilities.
Another eight facilities classified asmediumto low

risk level in its effluent discharge will have to be up-
graded and built within 20 to 30 years.
The total cost of the CBRMwastewater strategy is

currently estimated at $454million.
Yearly operating cost for each facility is pegged at

approximately $10million a year.
TheCBRMdoesn’t plan tomove forwardwith the

environmental risk assessments, estimated to cost $2-
3millionover thenext few years, for eachwastewater
system in the municipality until the province moves
on its request for a funding program.
“It is now incumbent uponboth the province and

federal governments to develop a realistic funding
formula to enable the process to continue,” Mayor
JohnMorgan said in the letter.
He said the capital borrowing costs represent an

increase in the CBRM’s long-term debt from $106
million to $631million over 10 years.
In order to pay those costs under the general tax

rate, themayor said the property tax ratewouldneed
to be hiked by 66 per cent.
The strategy indicatedmunicipalities are expected

to use“own source revenue”accompanied by amix-
ture of federal infrastructure funding, provincial
loans and “other innovative funding mechanisms”
such as public-private partnerships to pay for the
wastewater treatment plants.

STAFF-CAPE BRETON POST

Municipality asks province for “reasonable
approach” to wastewater costs

Mark your calendars for the 2012
MPWWA Annual Training Seminar.

April 22nd to 25th in Charlottetown PEI.
Myers
Submersible
Wastewater
Pumps...

Non-clog performance with
non-stop dependability.

Myers wastewater pumps offer many exclusive design features and options —
such as lift-out check valves and rail systems — to deliver virtual non-stop per-
formance for even the most demanding applications.

Myers non-clog submersible waste-
water pumps handle raw untreated
sewage, drain water, effluent and
solids, and are built for long-lasting
service in lift stations, treatment
plants, transfer stations, and dewater-
ing for municipal and residential ap-
plications. Also available are waste
grinder pumps, 1 HP to 7-1/2 HP.

A complete line of wastewater
pumps, lift-out rail systems, controls
and accessories are available. For
complete details, contract us today.

Discharge HP Capacities Heads Solids Handling
2” to 12”

(51 mm-305 mm)
1/2 to 125 to 7000 GPM

(441 lps)
to 180 ft.
(55 m)

to 5-1/4 in.
(133 mm)

Pentair Canada, Inc.
Box 9138, 269 Trillium Drive. Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4W5

Phone 519 748-5470 • Fax 519 748-2553

Atlantic Canada Sales Agent:
Fluid Solutions: 300 Lakecrest Drive, Mount Uniacke, N.S. B0N1Z0 • PH (902) 866-0428 FAX (902) 866-0728

Specializing in Repairs / Sales
and Service to Blower

andVacuumPumps for Industrial
andMunicipalApplication

StockingDistributor for TuThill
Vacuum&Blower Systems

Servicing theAtlantic Provinces

Blowers - TuThill / Hibon / Roots / Sutorbilt /
Robuschi / Aerzen / Kaesar/ Gardner Denver

/ Holmes / Spencer

Vacuum - Wallenstein /Moro
Transway / Fruitland /Masport

Lamson /Hoffman / Kinney / Tuthill

MARITIME
I N C O R P O R A T E D

Petitcodiac
New Brunswick
Ph: 506-756-2930
Fax: 506-756-2838

dflanders@maritimeblower.ca

46
93
76
1
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I
nnovationPEI has offered assistance to eight
new innovative and commercially promising
projects that will impact the growth and de-

velopment of the Island economy,
Developed as part of the Island Prosperity

Strategy, the Development and Commercializa-
tion Fund contributes a maximum of $100,000
towards products that are near the commercial-
ization stage.
One of the eight companies, Engineering

Technologies Canada Ltd. of Stratford, received
funding to develop and commercialize its Intel-
ligentValveMonitor (IVM6000) and related elec-
tronic monitoring equipment for on-site
wastewatermanagement systems.
The IVM6000 is a monitoring and data log-

gingdevice that provides verification that sewage
treatment systems are functioning properly.
Themonitor can detect debris, flow interrup-

tions, exfiltration and air pockets. It also senses if
valves skip or are stuck on an outlet, erratic cy-
cling and uneven zone distribution.
The company website says it takes only 10

minutes to install or retrofit the IVM6000. The
monitor does not require any modification to
inlet or outlet piping nor extra sensors.
For more information contact Engineering

Technologies Canada Ltd. at the Stratford Busi-
ness Park,902-628-1705or 1-888-747-7645; on-
line at IVM@engtech.ca or visit the website:
www.engtech.ca.

Wastewater monitoring
equipment gets funding

Dave Williams of American Marsh Pumps took part in the MPWWA’s Annual Training Seminar Trade Show. His company’s
pumps are distributed in Canada by Kinecor/Peacock. (Photo: Heather Jones)

Exhibitors get ready for theMPWWA’s Annual Training Seminar Trade Show. (Photo: Heather Jones)

TheH2O-Help to Others,Water Assistance Program, developed byHalifaxWater in partnership with The
SalvationArmy,was implementedApril 1.
The H2O Fund assists low-income households in an emergency, especially those with no other resources

available. It assists with the cost of residential water and wastewater.
HalifaxWater is providing annual base funding of $25,000 with the potential to reach $75,000 through an

employee contribution program.TheH2O Fund is fully administered by The SalvationArmy.

H20Water Assistance Program established

Despite opposition from town council, water rates in Canso have escalated by over 100 per cent.
The Nova Scotia Utilities & Review Board approved the increase that jumped from $352 to $724 effective

May 1. In 2012-13 the rate will climb an additional 0.8%.
There are four significant leaks in the town’s water system.

Water rates escalate


